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CATTLE / OXEN  
All cattle must have an approved official USDA identification and be accompanied by a CVI issued within 60 days of their first show (or per NE fair agreement) by an accredited veterinarian 
stating that the animal is in good health and not showing signs of infectious, contagious, and/or communicable diseases.4  
All cattle must have a negative TB test within 12 months of the show date. Cattle under 6 months of age may go on the dam's TB test chart if the dam was tested for TB within the past 12 
months and a copy of the results is provided. All Brucellosis vaccinated female cattle over 18 months of age and all bulls and non-vaccinated female cattle 6 months of age and older must have 
a negative Brucellosis test within 12 months of the show date. Steers and spayed heifers are exempt from Brucellosis testing.4  
Lactating Dairy Cattle (Out of- -State) 
 All lactating dairy cattle are required to receive a negative test for Influenza A virus at an approved NAHLN laboratory for interstate movement. Milk samples must be collected and submitted 
by the same Category II accredited veterinarian who is completing the health certificate and must be collected no more than seven (7) days prior to interstate movement. Lactating dairy cattle 
from herds which have tested positive for Influenza A are not eligible for movement for thirty (30) days from the most recent collection of any sample that tests positive from any individual 
animal in the herd. After the 30-day period, animals must be tested again for movement. No dairy cattle exhibiting- clinical signs of HPAI will be allowed to move into Connecticut.1  
HORSES / PONIES 
All horses must have a negative test for Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) within 12 months of their show date (AGID or ELISA). The animal must be accompanied by a paper Coggins 
certificate AND a CVI issued within 60 days of the first show date (or per NE fair agreement). The standard of veterinary care strongly recommends vaccination against EEE, WNV, Influenza, 
and 5 Rhinotracheitis within 6 months of the first show date. All pulling horse/pony competitors must have a microchip.  
SHEEP  
All sheep must have approved official USDA identification and be accompanied with a CVI issued within 60 days of the first show date (or per NE fair agreement) by an accredited 
veterinarian stating that the sheep are in good health and not showing signs of infectious, contagious, and/or communicable diseases and are not from Scrapie exposed- flocks .5  
GOATS  
All goats must have approved official USDA identification and be accompanied by a CVI issued within 60 days of their first show date (or per NE fair agreement) by an accredited veterinarian 
stating that the goats are in good health and not showing signs of infectious, contagious, and / or communicable diseases and are not from Scrapie exposed- flocks.5 All goats must originate 
from Brucellosis and TB free- herds. Goats 3 months old and over must test negative to TB and Brucellosis within 12 months of the show date. Kids under 3 months of age may go on the dam's 
test chart if the dam was tested within the past 12 months and a copy of the results is provided. Wethers are exempt from Brucellosis testing.  
SWINE 
All swine must have an approved official USDA identification, and a CVI issued within 60 days prior to the first show (or per NE fair agreement) by an accredited veterinarian. Swine that are 3 
months of age and older must be negative to Brucellosis and Pseudorabies tests. Barrows are exempt from Brucellosis testing but must have a negative Pseudorabies test. Piglets under 3 
months of age may go on the sow’s testing chart if the sow was tested and originated from a Brucellosis-free and Pseudorabies--free herd and must be on the CVI.  
POULTRY  
All poultry must be identified and test negative for Salmonella pullorum within 12 months of the show date and be accompanied by this certificate. All poultry must comply with the 
Department of Agriculture Avian Influenza (AI) requirements, originating from AI Free flocks or be tested for AI within 30 days of entry and have a certificate. No poultry from any areas of 
any state having Avian Influenza may enter Connecticut. All cages, crates, and vehicles used for housing and transporting poultry must be cleaned and disinfected before and after each show. 
Doves and pigeons are exempt from testing requirements but must be identified by leg bands or wing tags. Waterfowl are not allowed to be shown or displayed for the 2026 Fair & Show 
Season.  
LLAMAS & ALPACAS  
All llamas and alpacas must have a negative Axillary TB test within 12 months and a negative Brucellosis test within 12 months of entry, and a CVI issued within 60 days of the first show (or 
per NE fair agreement) by an accredited veterinarian, listing the permanent identification (ear tag, tattoo, or microchip) and test results.  
RABBITS  
All rabbits must have a CVI issued within 60 days of their first show (or per NE fair agreement) by an accredited veterinarian stating that the animal is in good health and not showing signs of 
infectious, contagious, and / or communicable diseases including RHD. Rabbits must have a permanent identification number in the left ear (tattoo or may be chipped behind left ear). The 6 
identification number must match the animal’s number on the CVI. Rabbits are exempt from needing a rabies vaccination. Official ARBA Show Rules, Section 26.7  
DOGS  
All dogs must have a CVI issued within 60 days of the first show (or per NE fair agreement) by an accredited veterinarian stating the animal is in good health and free of obvious signs of 
infectious, contagious, and/or communicable diseases. All dogs over 3 months of age shall be properly vaccinated for rabies (mandatory) and DAHLP+B (highly recommended). Proof of 
vaccination and a valid STATE Dog License is required. Dogs must wear a collar and a current Dog License tag. The licensing tag serves as the official identification of the dog.   
IMPORTANT NOTICE - RABIES IN PUBLIC SETTINGS  
All animals for which there is a licensed rabies vaccine (cattle, horses, sheep, dogs, cats, and ferrets exposed to the public) shall be vaccinated against rabies. Animals not having an approved 
rabies vaccination shall be displayed in a manner such that the public would not be in contact or exposed to saliva from those animals or have clearly visible posted signs or tape stating:  
“CONNECTICUT RABIES ADVISORY NOTICE - DO NOT FEED OR TOUCH ANIMALS.”8  
On August 4, 2009, the Department of Agriculture adopted regulations for the “Control of Rabies in Public Settings” which will be enforced at all Connecticut fairs and public exhibitions. The 
complete text of the regulations, RCSA §§ 22-359-1 through 22-359-5, follows this notice.8 Provisions (apply to instate and out- of- -state animals): Animals with a licensed rabies vaccine  
1. Horses, cattle, sheep, dogs, and cats must be currently vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian unless they are under the minimum age to be vaccinated (ferrets included if
displayed). 
2. These animals must have a rabies vaccination certificate signed by the licensed veterinarian administering the vaccine that includes: animal identification and description, owner name and
address, vaccine manufacturer, serial number, date administered, and expiration date. 
3. If it is the animal’s first vaccination, it must be given at least 30 days prior to the first show date to be considered current.8

Animals not having an approved rabies vaccination 
1. Includes animals for which there is not a licensed rabies vaccine and animals for which there is a licensed rabies vaccine but are under the age to be vaccinated (most rabies vaccines are
labeled to be administered at ≥3 months). 
2. Animals must be separated from the public by sufficient means to avoid direct contact with people and other animals (e.g., double fence, plexiglass) or conspicuous signs or tape must be
posted near the animal enclosure stating: 
“CONNECTICUT RABIES ADVISORY NOTICE - DO NOT FEED OR TOUCH ANIMALS”.8

Rabies advisory tape with the notice wording is available for purchase from the Department of Agriculture. 
Please contact DoAg at 860-713-2504 for questions on requirements, rabies regulations, or to obtain rabies advisory notice tape. 
USE OF ANIMALS - CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES REQUIREMENT 
Exhibitors, vendors, and fair operators must comply with Connecticut General Statutes §ௗ53-250, which prohibits certain uses of animals at fairs and public exhibitions.10

Under this law: 
1. No animal (including fish, reptiles, or birds) may be used to solicit alms, donations, payments, subscriptions, or contributions.
2. No animal may be used as a prize or award in any game, contest, or device. 
3. Wild animals may not be exhibited in connection with any business for the purpose of attracting trade on any street, highway, public park, fair, exhibition, amusement venue, or
place of entertainment. 
4. No person may own, keep, or have custody of any animal for any of these prohibited purposes.

Statutory exemptions include:  
1. Exhibitions of animals by: 

  Accredited educational institutions,
 Zoological gardens, or 
 Theatrical exhibitions or circuses.

2. The use of animals in a cow-chip- raffle.
 Violations of §ௗ53-250 constitute a Class D misdemeanor. 

Reference Page: 
https://portal.ct.gov/doag/-/media/doag/state-vet/2026/2026-connecticut-fair-and-show-
requirements.pdf?rev=80ec437590d046b9a0f142f79eaf6e49&hash=9AF5F32E44A2DF730D44E5C3CC37F852 

5




